
Q&A: We encourage attendees to submit non-case-specific questions throughout 
the webinar. Please click on the Q&A box, not Chat, in your toolbar to open the Q&A 
box. Type your question into the Q&A box and click “Send”. Panelists may answer 
relevant questions in the Q&A box or out loud. While we endeavor to answer as 
many questions as possible, we may not be able to answer all questions. 

Chat: The Chat box located on the tool bar may be used to communicate directly 
with the host/panelists if you encounter problems with the sound quality, viewing of 
PowerPoint presentations, or other logistics questions. Do not use the Chat box to 
ask substantive questions. Use the Q&A box instead. Participants may use the Chat 
box to participate where instructed by the panelists. 

The webinar is about to start…
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Strategies for Maximizing 
CGRS Technical Assistance 
in Asylum Cases



• Training

• Technical Assistance 

• Litigation 

• Policy & Advocacy 

CGRS Program Areas



• Overview of CGRS Training & Technical Assistance 
Program

• Technical Assistance Library 
• Expert Witness Database 
• Questions & Answers

Contents



1. How many asylum cases have you worked on?
a) None
b) 1-5
c) 6-10
d) 11+

2. Have you requested case assistance from CGRS?
a) Yes
b) No

3. Have you accessed the CGRS TA Library for a specific case?
a) Yes
b) No

Poll #1



• Equipping attorneys with resources necessary to win protection for 

their clients

• Mentoring attorneys in developing winning legal strategies at all levels 

of adjudication

• Tracking outcomes in asylum cases to identify adjudication trends

• Connecting attorneys to health, country conditions, and issue-specific 

experts

Training & Technical Assistance



Technical Assistance Program 
Statistics

Guatemala, 
4670, 26%

El Salvador, 
4571, 26%

Honduras, 4271, 
24%

Mexico, 2268, 
13%

Venezuela, 434, 
2%

Ecuador, 425, 2%

Nicaragua, 364, 
2% Other, 940, 5%

Countries of Origin, 2019-21

628

731 761

552
618
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TA Cases Per Month, 2022 YTD



Unpublished Case Law
• IJ and BIA decisions

Expert Declarations

• Country-specific (e.g., violence against women, 
children, LGBTQ)

• Topic-specific (e.g., domestic violence, incest, 
trauma and memory)

Sample Pleadings

• Case documents: declarations, indices, expert 
affidavits

• Legal briefs

Practice Advisories
• Domestic violence

• Children’s asylum

• Fear-of-gang claims

• Gender-based claims

• CAT protection claims

• EAD Rule

Country Conditions Reports

• Specific topics in individual countries (e.g., 
children, indigenous, LGBTI, gang)

CGRS Technical Assistance Resources



CGRS provides free expert consultation to attorneys and organizations 
representing asylum seekers, including legal technical assistance, strategy 
development, sample briefs, unpublished decisions, country conditions 
evidence, and expert witness affidavits.

Request assistance in your case: http://cgrs.uchastings.edu/assistance.

Email: CGRS-TA@uchastings.edu with your CGRS Case Number if you have 
follow-up questions.

Access CGRS Technical Assistance

http://cgrs.uchastings.edu/assistance
mailto:CGRS-TA@uchastings.edu


Let’s take a look at the 
TA Library…



Accessing CGRS TA

• My account page: Case 

dashboard

• Must be logged in to view

• View case records, report 

outcomes, view TA Libraries, 

edit contact info



• On-demand, tailored 

resource library 

• Available for new and prior 

cases

• Resources automatically 

updated

CGRS Technical Assistance Library



• Submit one case intake 

per applicant

• TA Library generated 

based on responses

• Informs CGRS analysis 

Case Intake Form

https://cgrs.uchastings.edu/assistance/request


TA Library Sharing

• Access on My Account 

page

• Browse TAL

• Email CGRS to un-share 

cases



Case Intake Form: Relevant 
Funding Network



Case Intake Form: Pro Bono



1. Have you ever used CGRS country conditions 
materials? 
A. Yes

B. No

2. Have you ever requested country conditions 
materials but not received anything in your TA 
Library?
A. Yes

B. No

Poll #2: Country Conditions



Country Conditions 
•Toolkit vs. Resource List vs. Memo vs. Sample 
ATOC
•Materials included in CGRS country conditions 
resources
•Available in the TA Library



Country Conditions Toolkit



Country Conditions Resource List



Country 
Conditions 

Memo



• Harm to Children
• Violence Against Women
• Fear-of-Gang
• LGBTQI
• Indigenous
• Disability
• Government Ineffectiveness

Country Conditions Sample Topics



• Conducting Country Conditions Research for Asylum, Withholding of 
Removal, and Convention Against Torture Claims (March 2018)

• Finding Country Conditions Evidence for Asylum and Fear-of-Return 
Immigration Cases: Pro Se Manual (June 2020)

• Como encontrar la evidencia de las condiciones del país para su
caso de asilo, suspensión de remoción y la Convención contra la 
Tortura (January 2022)

• Finding Country Conditions Evidence for Asylum Cases While 
Detained: Pro Se Manual (February 2021) 

• Como Encontrar Evidencia Sobre las Condiciones de su País para su
Caso de Asilo Cuando Está Detenido (March 2021) 

Country Conditions Guides

https://uchastings.box.com/s/gtybjmzvco6tev6h3iiw7l4xlldjaex9
https://uchastings.box.com/s/4if1tkc5mvdnn2yeww4vg8ao9zv21p0o
https://uchastings.box.com/s/lipwiiz6rcherurs82w7pxtslalvr8up
https://uchastings.box.com/s/et1zi3h9x3x25s27vtyaul1xdxulye3t
https://uchastings.box.com/s/vv1a046s9u2kj9nnrl2ernzix8qgy0xm


INDIVIDUALIZED
• Specific to an individual
• Review client declaration and 
other relevant background 
documents
• Interview individual to make 
assessment and provide 
evaluation
• Resource-intensive 

UNIVERSAL
• Developed to be used in 
many cases
• Specific to topic, issue, 
country
• No individual interviews
• Efficiency 

Expert Declarations



• For detailed information on accessing our TA 
Library, see TA Library Instructions.

• For additional information about CGRS’s TA 
program and the TA Library, see Technical 
Assistance FAQ.

• If run into any technical issues or have feedback 
on the TA Library, please fill out this form.

TA Library Instructions & FAQ

https://cgrs.uchastings.edu/our-work/ta-library-instructions
https://cgrs.uchastings.edu/our-work/technical-assistance-faq
https://uchastings.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_6t9SToa7DZWgLv8


Contact the TA team at: cgrs-TA@uchastings.edu
• Update CGRS case record with new information
• Request further assistance from CGRS team
• Transfer case record to another user
• Change contact email address
• General questions on using the TA Library 
• Un-share case

Email the CGRS TA Team

mailto:cgrs-TA@uchastings.edu


Outcomes



Advocates can report case outcomes at: https://cgrs.uchastings.edu/outcomes

Report Case Outcomes

https://cgrs.uchastings.edu/outcomes


1. Have you ever reported an outcome to CGRS?
A. Yes
B. No

Poll #3: Outcomes



Outcomes Inform Guidance
Practice Pointer: Age-Based Social Groups

In many cases, a child applicant’s age is a central reason they were initially targeted for 
recruitment and for violence when they refused to join. Advocates may thus be inclined to 
include terms like “youth” or a specific age range in the social group definition. As discussed 
in more detail infra in Section I.A.8, adjudicators often find that terms like “youth” or “young” 
are too amorphous to be particular and find that groups based on specific age ranges are 
not socially distinct. Advocates will need to carefully document the cognizability of any age-
based social group and may wish to use terms like “children,” which usually has a concrete 
legal definition and more available evidence of social distinction. Section I.A.8 discusses 
these and other considerations for age-based PSGs in more detail, including strategies for 
avoiding issues that can arise when a child ages out of their proposed group and 
suggestions for precise delineations of a PSG that should pass muster under proper 
interpretation of the law.  



EXAMPLES OF PSGS IN CHILDREN’S AND OTHER CHILD ABUSE CLAIMS
Child/youth status (and/or gender) + nationality
[Nationality] children/minors 
[Nationality] females/women/women and girls/young females/female 
children/females under 18 years old
[Nationality] girls during the civil war
Women/young women/women and girls in [country]
Female citizens of [country]

. 



EXAMPLES OF PSGS IN CHILDREN’S AND OTHER CHILD ABUSE CLAIMS 
Child/youth status (and/or gender) + nationality + other immutable characteristics, such as:

Race/ethnicity/

tribe

[Nationality] indigenous females/women/girls
Indigenous girls in [country]
[Nationality] [ethnic group] children/women/females/girls
[Ethnic group] children/women/women and girls in [country]
Females belonging to the [tribe] that practices female genital cutting (FGC) in 
[country]
Disabled, indigenous [nationality] children

Domestic/
familial 

relationship

[Nationality] stepchildren
[Nationality] unmarried, adolescent women
Women in domestic relationships in [country]
[Nationality] spouses and children of commercial farmers in [region]
[Nationality] women in female-headed households



Transactional Records Access Clearinghouse (TRAC) Immigration Judge 
Reports - Asylum: https://trac.syr.edu/immigration/reports/judgereports/

CGRS Case Outcomes:

• #3XXXX, 10/XX – DV, grant PSG “Honduran women”

• #3XXXX, 8/XX - gang/DV, grant PSG “Salvadoran woman”

• #3XXXX, 9/XX – DV, denied b/c no evidence of inferior position in 
relationship or because of her political opinion; PSGs were defined in part by 
the harm suffered and that they were not particular or socially distinct

• #3XXXX, 9/XX – gang witness, grant PSG “Salvadoran witnesses who have 
testified against gang members in open court”

IJ XX – Recent Outcomes

https://trac.syr.edu/immigration/reports/judgereports/


Expert Witness 
Database



1. Have you accessed CGRS’s Expert Witness Database before?
A. Yes
B. No

2. Have you connected with an expert using CGRS’s Expert Witness 
Database?

A. Yes
B. No

3. What type of experts are you most interested in finding through the 
Expert Witness Database? (Check all that apply)

A. Medical 
B. Mental Health
C. Country Conditions
D. Issue-specific

Poll #4



• Free, searchable repository of health, country conditions, and issue-specific 

professionals who serve as expert witnesses to support the legal claims of asylum 

seekers in the United States. 

• Expert profiles with areas of expertise, availability, and CV.

• Advocates can sign into their CGRS accounts to search and contact experts: 

https://cgrs.uchastings.edu/expert/search.

• Experts who wish to be considered for inclusion in the database may create a 

profile at: https://cgrs.uchastings.edu/register/expert-witness. 

CGRS Expert Database

https://cgrs.uchastings.edu/expert/search
https://cgrs.uchastings.edu/register/expert-witness


CGRS Expert Database

https://cgrs.uchastings.edu/expert/search


CGRS Expert Database
Sample Expert Profile



• University of North Carolina, Expert Witnesses in U.S. 
Asylum Cases: A Handbook (2018) 

• CGRS Practice Advisory, Strategies for Success: 
Responding to Challenges to Expert Witnesses in 
Defensive Asylum Proceedings (December 2018)

• Chakravartula, et al, Working with Medical and Mental 
Health Experts in Asylum and Related Fear-of-Return 
Claims, Bender’s Immigr. Bull. (Apr. 1, 2019)

Working with Experts Resources

http://www.law.unc.edu/documents/academics/humanrights/expertwitnesshandbook.pdf
https://uchastings.app.box.com/file/750797951721?s=d0z2l948bm6oy8rpifhaqf8g4iw4spgy


• Submit sample materials

• Report outcomes

• Refer expert witnesses 

• Keep CGRS apprised of trends

Share with CGRS TA! 

https://uchastings.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_1YrC9iQx0qkf4kC


Q&A



Evaluation Form: Thank you for attending the webinar. We 

appreciate your feedback and invite you to fill out a short 

evaluation form. 

Webinar Evaluation Form

https://uchastings.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_ezdyqVdRGwMYaN0


CGRS’s free trainings and technical assistance are 

made possible by the generous support of our 

donors. 

Please consider making a gift at bit.ly/DonateCGRS. 

Every dollar makes a difference!

Support CGRS’s Work!
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